
December 21, 2017 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room S-230 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Speaker 
United States House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room H-232 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate 
Hart Senate Office Building, Room 322 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
United States House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room H-204 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Leader McConnell, Speaker Ryan, Leader Schumer, and Leader Pelosi, 

As Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election 

continues, it is critical that the investigation be allowed to conclude its work unimpeded. We the 

undersigned ask that you do everything in your power to support the integrity of the investigation, 

including supporting bipartisan legislation designed to protect it.  

Following the indictment of General Michael Flynn, Donald Trump’s former national security adviser, 

Trump lashed out at the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), saying the agency’s reputation for fairness 

is “in tatters” [1] and that its standing is the “worst in history.” [2] This is not the first time Trump has 

attempted to undermine the credibility of the investigation, including calling it a “witch hunt,” [3] or the 

recent affront of Trump’s attorney Jay Sekulow calling for a “special counsel to investigate the special 

counsel.” [4] The far-right media echo chamber has taken a cue and is also attacking the credibility of 

the investigation. 

Robert Mueller is a Republican who was tapped to lead the FBI by President George W. Bush. And more 

critically, he’s a widely respected investigator and prosecutor with the highest credentials. He received 

ongoing praise from Republicans on Capitol Hill, from Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein in a 

recent House Judiciary Committee hearing, and in the past even Trump’s lawyers; however, as the 

investigation has gathered steam, the administration, along with several other partisan voices, has 

changed its tune. 



Regardless of the troubling nature of Trump’s statements and the attempts by his allies to undermine 

the special counsel, the investigation’s work is an issue of national security. Failing to protect the 

investigation will make it almost impossible to fully determine the extent of Russian involvement in the 

2016 election and will expose our nation to further attacks from adversaries in elections. The 

constitutional order of our country depends fundamentally on a system of checks and balances and the 

bedrock principle that no one is above the law, and to maintain constitutional order, the investigation 

must continue. 

Legislation has already been introduced to protect the special counsel and the investigation. On August 

3, 2017, Senators Lindsay Graham (R-SC) and Cory Booker (D-NJ) introduced bipartisan legislation 

(S.1735) that would require approval from a federal three-judge panel before a special counsel could be 

dismissed. On the same day, Senators Thom Tillis (R-NC) and Chris Coons (D-DE) introduced bipartisan 

legislation (S.1741) to allow a special counsel who was fired without cause to seek review and possible 

reinstatement from a panel of three federal judges. 

The numerous senators and representatives who have expressed their opposition to the idea of Donald 

Trump firing Special Counsel Mueller must now speak out again to show their support for the special 

counsel, and they must take meaningful action. Congress must demonstrate strong bipartisan support of 

the independent investigation and underscore that no one is above the law. 

Sincerely, 
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